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the country to Catholic faith made him extremely unpopular with all
classes of people. This led to the Revolution of 1688 which ultimate-
ly drove James II from the throne. He fled to France; the Conven-
tion Parliament declared the throne vacant and offered ^ it to William
III and his wife Mary on the condition of their accepting the provi-
sions of the Bill of Rights. The title of the new King and Queen and
of all future kings to the English throne was based on the Act of the
Parliament. The Parliament held supreme authority and could de-
pose a sovereign who violated the constitution of the country or in
any way came into conflict with the people. Another constitutional,
gain of the Revolution was the rise of the Cabinet Government, Wil-'
liam was compelled to choose his ministers from the majority party
in the House of Commons. Thus grew up the system of Party Gov-
ernment and Cabinet Government.

Legislative aspect or importance of William's reign. The legis-
lation of the reign of William III had a new character. It did not mean
to strengthen the hands of the king; rather it aimed at limiting his
authority and affording better protection to the rights and liberties of
the people. "The Parliamentary legislation of the reign of William
III remedied the evils of the later Stuart despotism."

The Bill of Rights ended the theory of Divine Right of Kings,
permanently limited royal power and established supremacy of the
people through Parliament. The Mutiny Act and the Annual Grant
of Supplies gave Parliament control over the army and expenditure
and made parliamentary session indispensable. The Financial Act
made it impossible for the king to continue a subservient Parliament
for more than three years.

The liberty of the Press was established by the Repeal of the
Licensing Act. Since that time the censorship of the Press has never
been revived.

The Act of Settlement ensured for all a proper administration
of the laws of Realm for it made the position of Judges more stable;
it provided for Protestant succession to the throne; it established the
responsibility of the king's ministers for all acts of the State. The
days of kingly despotism and royal prerogatives were over; the era
of limited monarchy, constitutionalism and parliamentary rule had
^commenced. Thus the supremacy of the Parliament was established
and it became the most important factor in the government of the-
country.

Religious aspect or importance of William's reign. Religious
persecution was no longer possible and it became a thing of the past.
The Toleration Act extended religious toleration and freedom of
thought to all sects in the country except the Unitarians and the
Catholics. "Though the Toleration Act of 1689 was not liberal
enough to include all sects, yet it was a great step towards religious
freedom enjoyed in England at the present day."

Financial aspect or importance of William's reign. William was
ous to devise means that would improve the country's finances
enable him to get enough money to carry on the war. A plan